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Million Dollar Fundraiser raises  
four and a half million dollars, includes 

President of Rotary International of Japan.  
 
A unique fundraiser occurred Saturday evening; May 11 in Sherwood Park which 
successfully raised 4.5 million dollars for the Rotary Foundation – well over the 
target of one million dollars.  Organizers were particularly excited to have in 
attendance the President of Rotary International, Sakuji Tanaka.  Kevin Hilgers is 
the Governor for the district that includes northern Alberta, NW Saskatchewan, NE 
British Columbia and Northwest Territories.  “The fundraiser was unique whereby 
we asked Rotarians to include the Rotary Foundation via their will and estate 
planning.   We asked them to provide documents so we could substantiate and 
track the commitments, and certainly recognize them for their efforts.  Our object 
was to find over one million dollars of new commitments to the Rotary Foundation. 
We marketed this for almost a year.  It wrapped up Saturday with the event.  In the 
end a check totaling just under 4.5 million dollars was handed to President Tanaka 
in front of a crowd of 150 supporters of the Foundation.  Even after we printed that 
check we had several more commitments come in so in fact we are over the 4.5 
million mark.  Many in the room were stunned at the amount raised. 4.5 million 
dollars in commitments to the Rotary Foundation!  We will make a difference 
tomorrow and in the future, locally and around the world – thanks to these 
individuals we recognized at this event”. 
 
The mission of The Rotary Foundation is to enable Rotarians to advance world understanding, 
goodwill, and peace through the improvement of health, the support of education, and the 
alleviation of poverty. 
 
The Foundation is a not-for-profit corporation supported solely by voluntary contributions from 
Rotarians and friends of the Foundation who share its vision of a better world. 
 
Rotary is a worldwide organization of business and professional leaders that provides 
humanitarian service, encourages high ethical standards in all vocations, and helps build 
goodwill and peace in the world. There are over 1, 200 000 Rotarians in 30 000 clubs in 170 
countries.     
 

 
For more details, pictures, contact Kevin Hilgers at 780 518 5672 or wave@telus.net.   


